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NARRATIVE 


Of the PRoceDpeEInNGs at 


Eſlex-Alhzes, 


T theſe Aſlizes therewere in all no 
fewer than Eight and thirty per- 
ſons that took their Tryals for 
Murthers, Burglaries,Felonies, and 

other Miſdemeanors wherewlth 
they ſtood charged, To recite particularly 

every one's Crime and Circumſtances, were to 
peſter the world with an impertinent and in- 
ſipid Beadrol of Villacy, and nauſeate the 

"4 deeMigtng Reader with the tedious du lneſs of 

ſuch a R.elation, It will be ſufficient to gra- 

tifie the curioſity of the Ingeniouſly inquiſitive 
if we give a faithful acccount of the moſt con- 
fiiderable and remarkable Criminals and Pa(- 
ſages. 
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And amcngſt theſe we may julty reckon 
that horrid fin of Particide, a Crime for which 
the wiſdom of Solzn, that great Legiſlator of 
o)d , thought not fit to appotirit any puniſh- 
ment, out of a charitabje preſumption that 
humane nature would never {uffer any to he 
guilty of it. That a Childe ſhould murther 
its Parevt, and plot their Ceath from wham 
ſhe received her own life, 1s ftrange to ima. 
gincz and yet 10 ſhew how great a power $a. 
tan cbtains over ſome perſons, ſo that they 
ftick not to perpetrate the moſt execrable 
Crimes, we had here a (ad inſtance of a wc- 


man that had poyſond het own Father © The 
occafion was thus, 


T his Maid living at home with her Father 
(whowas a W idower, and ſhe his onely Child) 
as his Houſe-keeper, a young man of the 
neighbourhood took ſuch a fancy for her,and 
made ſome addreſs by way of courtſhip and 
woolrg to her, which ſhe accepted very kind- 
iy, and having no {mall inclinations to the bu- 
fenefs of Marriage : But afterhe had, with ve» 
r; {mall toliicitations, obtained her good will, 
h-:ihen beganto diſcourſe her about Portion, 
. what {ac has got towards Houſe-keeping, 

eo 3plg thatitgugha poor man, yet he had 
222 JOmetnNng in {crvice, and was not wile 


ling 
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liegto match with any one that could not adde 
a }i:tle to it, for the bettering their future 
Livelthoed, ec. To this, or tome ſuck life 
diſcourle, lhe arſwer'd, that trnety for ths 
p.clent, for her part, ſhe had nmthiogy, bu 
zil that was her Fathers wou'd certainly com 
to her after his Dearth, which (ſeith ſhe) ſhall 
not be lang hiſtz adding, that ſhe would ect 
fume body to kavck kim in the head. Her 
Su Et nGeart thought vertiy (17 & had {poks 
theſe laſt words but in Jeſt, or to hear what 
he would (ay, and therefore took nor ſuch 
preſent notice of then, as they might deſerve, 
z et cuulid nut torbear reproving of her at the 
ſame time, laying, God forbid ! Thit I ſhonid 
be the occaſion of ſuch an horrid ad, or that 
either of #4 ſhould be guilty of it ſo much as in 
thought for a little worldly wealth : and [9 
they parted forthar time. But the Devil ha- 
ving once injected this unnatural deſign in 
her thoughts, would nor let her reſt without 
putting it in execution fz ſhe concluded ſhe 
ſhould not get an Huſband, if ſhe did not 
makeaway her Father, and get her ſelf poſ- 
ſeſt of his Eſtatez and theretore rather than 
loſe her Sweet-heart , reſolves to loſe her 
Soul. For it happend about two or three 
days daysafterwards ſhe met a Rat-catcher on 
the Road about 2 mile from their dwelling, 
which the Devi) pretently inſpired her was 
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an exceilent opportualty towards effecting her 
h-<}lifh purpoſe 3 whereupon going up to him, 
he detired to buy two pennyworth of Razz. 
{in28 Ho acked her what the would do with 
ied 12 which ſh ſhortly and angerly replied, 
ir hat do you think ſhould Le done with it © they 
who areto ſe it know what 19 d9 wild it as well 
5 you, 4nd how to Order it So tnatafter ma« 
ny werds, the m2n not imagining Ihe had any 
i111 in;ention, ſold her a quantity of It, which 
tRa-n2vt day {he gave acr Father by 4 melts of 

1:5th 2 Soon after he had taken it he fe!l ex. 
tream ill, complaining that his bowels burnt 
within him 3 ſevera! N-ighbaurs cameto viſit, 
and a Nurſe was <atertained to tend him, they 
concluding from his condition, that ke had ta. 
ken ſome venomous thing, but believed 1t to 
be by ill accident. not imagining any budy had 
wilfully given it him. Several things they gave 
him, as Ol in great quantity, Cordials to keep 
it from his heart, ec. andthere was once ſome 
hopes of his recovery, upon which this wicked 
Wench was heard by the Nurſe to ſav, in a 
muttering way, as to her ſelf, if this will not 
do, jomething elſe ſhall + but 1a truth ſhe nee» 
ded no more, for at two days end the poor 


man died in miſerable Torture. 


 Atter whoſe Death, the Nurſe giviag ſome 
biats amongſt the Neighbours of what ſhe had 


( heard 


\ 
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; heard the Daughter ſay, it ſvonceme to her 

Sweet- hearts car, who preſently declzred, 
that he verily believed ſhe hed poiſon'd her 
Father, relating the words ſhe had formerly 
ſpoukea to him3z whereupon ſhe was apfre- 
hended, anl ſent to the Gual, At the Bar 
' fhe pleaded No? Gazltys, But the Ret catcher 
( teſtifying his {elling of her the Poiſon (for 
> which he begged pardon of the Court, as 
i done without the leaſt intention or ſuſpicion 
t of harm) and other ſufhcient Evidence coming 
Cr 1n againſt her, ſhe was found guilty by the 
i Jury, and afterwards deſervedly condemned 
{ to Dye. 


t There were ſeaven Malefa@ors carried 

k downfrom the Marſhalſ*5 to take their Trials 

y there. They have been much talk'd of, and. 
> called by the name of Pirats; but it ſeems 

© they were only Land-lopers, that did not ſo 

, much practice their Roguerics Super altum 
n Mare, as in ſeveral Crecks and places on the 
; Shore, But that which they wereindicted for 

» here, was for ſeveral Felonies and Burglarizs 

x committed in Cardic IHland in this County 

of Eſſex, having taken from the Inhabitants 

to the value of 25/. Four of them upon 
clear and undeniable proof were found Guilty 

and Condemned ; the other for waat of ſuffi - 
sient Evidence were acquitted. 
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A Woman was tryed for breaking open a 
Houſe (but in th2 day time) and taking away 
ſeveral parce!s of Lianen and other Googs, 
for which ſhe ſtands Cunviced. 

There wers ia ali Eight burnt 1a the Hand 
for ſeveral Feloniesz Seaven pleaded for 
T canſportationz the Five before-mentioned 
condemned to Dies and one ordered to be 
Whipt for petty Larceny : but it ſeems he 
was re{olved to ſave them that labour; For 
as he was to be conveyed from the Beach back 
to the Goal,by I know not what lucky aQivity 
of his Heels, he cleverly made his Eſcape. 


F INIS. 


